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XII. A Letter from Dr. Donald Monro, 
F. R. S. to Mathew Maty, M. D. Sec. 
R. S> inclofeng one from Mr. Farley, of 
Antigua, on the good Effe&s of the iluajji 
Root infome Fevers. 

S I R, 

Read March 17, A S we have had no further accounts 

17 ' JLJl °f ^ e Quaffi Root, fince Dr. 
Linnaeus published the ifixth volume of his Amceni- 
tates Academical m the year 1764, I have, accord- 
ing to your defire, fent you the copy of a letter on the 
good effe&s of this root, which 1 hope will be ac- 
ceptable to the Society, as it may excite Phyficians to 
make trials of this medicine which feems to pro- 
mife to be of fb much ufe. The original letter was 
given me by the gentleman to whom it is addrefled, 
while I attended him laft year when he was here in 
England for the benefit of his health. I am, 

S I R, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

Jermyn-Street, March 8, D. Monro. 

* Dr. Carol, Linnaeus gives a particular defcription and figure 
of the Quafli tree, which grows in the neighbourhood of Surinam, 
in South America, and of the Root having been adminiftred at 
Surinam, with great fuccefs, in malignant, remitting and inter- 
mitting fevers : and he tells us that its virtues were firft difco- 
vered by a flave of the name of Quaffi, from whom the tree got 
its name, 
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. James Farley, PraBitioner 
in Phyjick in the I/land of Antigua, to his Partner, 
Mr. Arch. Glofter, in London 5 dated Antigua, 
July 26, 1767. 

SIR, 

Ti/f R. T — r has been extremely ill fince his arrival 
•*-*-* with a fever, which lafted for many hours ; and, 
upon its going off, he could not retain the bark in any 
fliape whatever. Many things were tried to check 
the vomiting, and enable him to keep down fome 
bark, but to no purpofe. At laft I tryed the Quafll 
Root, an account of which I read in one of the ma- 
gazines for this year ; it fat extremely well on his 
ftomach ; he had no vomiting after the firft dofe, and 
recovered very fpeedily. 

I have lately tried it in three or four cafes, where 
there has been a tendency to putrefaction and the 
bark would not ftay on the ftomach ; a dram of this 
root, has effectually anfwered every purpofe that the 
bark would. It has this advantage over the bark, that 
it does not heat the patient. 

I have given it in fevers, joined with the Radix 
Serpentariae Virginianae, with fuccefs* I had a pound 
or two from Efquebo, and have fent you a little of it. 

Dr. Warner has fent Dr. Jackfon a piece of it ; he 
faw the good effe&s of this medicine, in a patient, 
Captain B — n, who fails for London to-day. He at- 
tended him with me. I could not get the bark to fit 
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on his ftomach, for he had a perpetual vomiting, and 
could not keep down any nourishment whatever. I 
prepared a decodtion of a dram and a half of the 
Quaffi Root, and a dram of the Rad. Serpent. Virgin. 
When it was ready, I fent for Dr, Warner, that he 
might fee the patient before I adminiftred it $ he com- 
plained of fome pain on touching the pit of his fto- 
mach, had a very fluggifh low pulfe, a great pain over 
his eyes and in his eye balls, and vomitings. He took 
the decodtion, which furprizingly put a ftop to his vo- 
miting 5 he had no return after the firft dofe, and kept 
down every thing. We indeed gave him fome 
Camphor and Sal Succini, on account of the fluggilh- 
nefs of the pulfe, but I have tried it alone in a de- 
codion, with infinite advantage. 

Signed, J. Farley* 
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